
Southeast	Alaska	Red	King	Crab	
Stock	Assessment	

King	and	Tanner	Task	Force	Mtg.		
January	29th,	2016	

Image:	northpacificseafoods.com	



RKC	Assessment	/	Management	
•  Assessment	

–  7	areas	surveyed	with	~565	pot	liMs	
–  Biomass	esOmated	using	Catch-Survey	Analysis	(CSA)	model	

•  Management	plan	
–  Season	November	1	–	January	24	
–  Appropriate	harvest	rate	
–  Regional	GHL	set	using	survey	biomass	
–  Pot	limits	based	on	GHL	

•  Ex.	200,000	GHL	=	20	pot	limit	per	vessel	

–  Minimum	GHL	threshold	of	200,000	lbs	legal	crab	
–  Mark/Recapture	expansion	factor	incorporated	into	biomass	esOmate	
–  Males	only,	7-inch	minimum	CW	
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Southeast	Alaska	
	
2015	Survey	Updates:	

•  Budget	reducOons	caused	survey	
sources	to	be	re-allocated	into	
historically	more	important	survey	
areas	

•  Port	Frederick,	Holkham	Bay,	and	
Rodman	Bay	removed	due	to	
historically	low	catch	rates	and	
abundance	

•  No	significant	impact	on	biomass	
esOmate	
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Pybus	Bay	

•  Stock	health	increased	from	poor	to	
moderate	

•  Short	term	increases	in	pre-recruit	and	
recruit	males,	and	mature	females	

•  %	Female	clutch	fullness	healthy	

•  Both	legal	and	mature	male	biomass	
esOmates	increased,	but	sOll	remain	low	
compared	to	historic	levels	



Gambier	Bay	

•  Stock	health	increased	from	poor	to	
below	average	

•  Short	term	increases	in	pre-recruit	and	
recruit	males	

•  %	Female	clutch	fullness	healthy	

•  Both	legal	and	mature	male	biomass	
esOmates	increased	from	2014	which	
were	the	lowest	biomass	esOmates	on	
record	



Peril	Strait	

•  Stock	health	decreased	from	below	
average	to	poor	

•  No	short	term	trends	or	indicaOon	of	
improvement	for	any	class	

•  %	Female	clutch	fullness	healthy	

•  Biomass	levels	are	lowest	since	the	survey	
began	



Seymour	Canal	

•  Stock	health	decreased	from	below	
average	to	poor,	however	there	are	some	
signs	of	improvement	

•  Increases	in	male	recruits	and	post	
recruits	suggest	potenOal	stock	
improvement	

•  %	Female	clutch	fullness	healthy	

•  Biomass	levels	increased	slightly	



Juneau	Area	

•  Stock	health	remains	at	below	average	
and	conOnues	to	improve	

•  Short	term	increases	in	male	pre-recruit	
and	recruit	classes	

•  %	Female	clutch	fullness	healthy	

•  Biomass	levels	increased	and	are	the	
largest	they	have	been	since	2006	



Lynn	Sisters	

•  Stock	health	improved	from	poor	to	
below	average	

•  Short	term	increases	in	male	pre-recruit	
classes	indicaOng	potenOal	recovery	for	
the	future	

•  %	Female	clutch	fullness	healthy	

•  Biomass	levels	conOnue	to	decline	and	
stock	health	is	of	concern	



Excursion	Inlet	

•  Stock	health	decreased	unexpectedly	
from	moderate	to	poor	

•  Decrease	most	likely	due	to	decline	in	
juvenile	male,	pre-recruit	males,	and	
juvenile	females	

•  %	Female	clutch	fullness	healthy	

•  Legal	biomass	increased	slightly,	but	
mature	biomass	declined	substanOally	


